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Understanding of Methods and Techniques among Primary
Teachers of English in Satara District

Dnyandeo Salu Kale

ABSTRACT

This study reports a small survey that was undertaken to understand problems and
prospects of teaching English at the primary level in Satara district of Maharashtra. The
purpose of the study was to explore the real state of teaching and learning of English in
the primary schools. There are several problematic issues as well as inspiring practices
associated with the teaching of English at the primary level in the district. The questionnaire
designed to collect data from teachers comprised thirty objective as well as open-ended
questions. This paper presents an analysis of the responses to the questions pertaining to
teaching methods and techniques.

Keywords: Methods and techniques in ELT; ELT practices; primary teachers of English.

Introduction

The quality of English learnt by students has
been the prime concern of all the teachers
and experts in the field. When given a deep
thought, language teaching appears to be a
very complex process, as it involves
emotional, physical, behavioural, cultural,
political, historical, and practical elements.
A teacher has to take them all into account
while teaching any language, though the
preferences may differ according to the
teaching conditions. Methods and techniques
used for imparting language skills play a key
role in the process. “Methods serve as a foil
for reflection that can aid teachers in bringing
to conscious awareness the thinking that
underlies their actions” (Larsen-Freeman &
Anderson, 2011, p. xi). Imitating how our
teachers taught us has been one of the
predominant trends in our classroom
teaching. “By exposing teachers to methods

and asking them to reflect on the principles
of those methods, actively engaging with the
techniques, teacher educators can help
teachers become clearer about why they do
what they do” (Larsen-Freeman & Anderson,
2011, p. xi).

Exposure to different methods enables them
to choose the appropriate method for their
classroom situations. It attracts them to a
particular method, which can be used most
effectively, apart from making them aware
of other methods in practice. This also has
a visionary aim of enabling individual
teachers to practise a particular method that
they feel is most effective. This would
ultimately enable them to reject any method
imposed on them by the higher authorities
or submit to a top-down model. Where there
is no single method prescribed, teachers
would have an array of methods or
techniques to choose from according to the
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demands of the situation.

Problem of the Study

The government of Maharashtra introduced
English as one of the compulsory subjects
in the lower primary classrooms in 1999. A
period of two decades has passed since the
introduction of this revised policy about
teaching English. Improvement in the
quality of English learnt by students was the
main concern of the policy. The expected
outcomes are still not in sight. It would be
interesting to study different aspects of
teaching English at the primary level.
Particularly, it is important to study the
methods and techniques practised by
teachers in the schools for imparting
language skills.

Rationale of the Study

The syllabus and textbooks have been revised
only twice in the last twenty years. The
teaching method recommended by the
syllabus committee is the Play Way Method
in addition to the Lexical Approach. Teachers
are not allowed to teach grammar, which was
the primary focus of teaching English before
1999. Many teachers insisted on teaching
grammar but could not, because of the change
in policy. This has seriously affected the
classroom teaching strategies and the quality
of English learnt by students. In view of these
imposed changes, it becomes essential to

study the methods and techniques adapted by
teachers for teaching English in the primary
classes. The study also explored certain
unexplored practical aspects of the
implementation of methods in the
classrooms.

Area of the Study

Satara is a district located in the western
region of Maharashtra. This has been a
district of utmost importance historically and
politically, as it served as the capital of the
Maratha Empire during the period of Chh.
Shahu, the grandson of Chh. Shivaji. It is also
a major agrarian district of the state producing
the best quality groundnuts, thus adding to
the state revenue substantially.

Procedure

A survey was conducted to achieve the aims
of the study. Based on a random selection
across the district, 350 teachers were given
the questionnaire. However, only 86
teachers responded.  The questionnaire
consisted of only two questions pertaining
to methods and techniques. The first
question was an objective type question.
Teachers were required to choose or name
the method or methods they use. The second
question was intended to know what exactly
they practise in the name of a particular
method they have mentioned in response to
the first question.
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Responses to Question 1:  Table 1 presents the responses of the teachers to the question.
* Every teacher was free to mention more than one method.

Method Used* No. of Percentage to Separate Combined
Respondents  the Total (86)

Direct Method 23 26.74 3 20

Grammar-Translation 16 18.60 4 12

Communicative Approach 41 47.67 1 40

Audio-Lingual Method 26 30.23 1 25

Situational Language 32 37.21 0 32
Teaching

Total Physical Response 14 16.28 0 14

Eclectic Approach 38 44.19 10 28

Constructivism 36 41.86 7 29

Co-operative Language 27 31.40 1 26
Teaching

No Grammar Approach 5 5.81 0 5

Any Other 9 10.47 0 9

No Response 3 3.49

Invalid Responses 21 24.41

Only 3 teachers ((3.49%)) did not respond
to the question. Forty-one teachers (47.67%)
use the Communicative Approach for
teaching English either separately or in
combination with some other approach
which appears to be the most useful
approach for classroom teaching. However,
it is surprising to note that 44.19 % and
41.86 % teachers claim to use the Eclectic
Approach and Constructivism respectively
for teaching English in the classroom.
Through interactions with the teachers
during the survey, the researcher came to
know that most of the teachers prefer to use

constructivism for teaching English, as they
find it conducive to the classroom situations.
It was also observed that only 27 teachers
(31.39%) use only one approach for teaching
English in the classroom, which means that
69.61% teachers find combinations of
different approaches and methods suitable
for teaching English.
A few of the responses were considered
invalid, as the researcher found that the
combinations that the teachers had chosen
were either not rational or not possible.
Hence, those were not considered for
analysis.
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Response to Question 2

The second question required the teachers
surveyed to explain their method or way of
teaching. The question expected descriptive
answers based on the strategies adopted by
the teachers. Their responses were as follows.
(Responses in the Marathi language have
been translated.)

1 Direct Method – Translation -
Communicative Approach

2 Direct method is compulsory. First, No
grammar Approach, then
communicative and use of audio-visual
aids.

3 For 1st standard, I do all the activities in
front of students and ask them to repeat
them. It needs more and more practice.
I use audio and visual materials for them.

4 Teach in English, explain in Marathi and
give easy examples.

5 Communicative approach: Students
show pictures from the book and
teachers give information about the
picture.

6 Spellings, words, sentences come in
sequence in above methods.

7 Translation

8 By translating in Marathi

9 Constructivism: This method is useful
in primary education. In this method,
there is actual experience, enjoy,
activity-based learning.

10 First tell in Marathi, then translate in
English.

11 I use direct method and later explain it
in easy language using audio-visual aids,
etc.

12 Speak directly in English and explain in
simple English.

13 I give parallel examples of the object and
discuss them with students.

14 Loud reading, student reading, use of
dictionary for meaning/s of word/s, use of
words to construct sentences, activity-
based participation of students, discussion.

15 Read aloud; explain meanings of new
words in Marathi.

16 While teaching, some basic concepts are
to be explained in Marathi as the mother
tongue is the best language to understand
complicated issues.

17 The books of Maharashtra Textbook
Production Bureau are student-centred,
structural and pleasant in presentation.
Hence, I use methods given in the
textbooks.

18 In constructivism method, students, i.e.
learners, actively participate in the
learning process. Teacher encourages
students to learn.

19 Read the text clearly first, then explain
it. Give meanings of the words. Use
Marathi as per the requirements. Ask
questions to get feedback from students
about the content.

20 I use the teaching method by which
students understand easily.

21 Eclectic Approach includes all the
methods which I use.
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Category       No. of %age
Respondents

Theoretical 20 23.26

Practical 40 46.51

Combined 2 26.74

No Response 3 3.49

Source: Field Work

As Table 2 shows, 40 teachers (46.51%)
elaborated their practices compared to 20
teachers (23.26%) who had just named the
approach/es and method/s; 26.74% teachers
had stated the approach and elaborated what
they do while teaching in the classroom.
These elaborations by 63 teachers (73.25%)
make us think about the relevant and not-so-
relevant responses. It was found that 25.58%

22 I speak to my students in English only.
Sometimes to find out unfamiliar words,
I make use of dictionary. I use audio-
visual aids.

23 As students do not use English at home,
they do not understand it when spoken.
Hence, I find it necessary to translate
content in Marathi. They understand
grammar better in Marathi.

24 I teach English using discussion method.
I ask questions and take feedback from
students.

25 Motivate students to share their
experiences in the class.

26 Create situations in the classroom and
outside to encourage students to speak.

27 Use teaching aids such as cards, charts,
PPT. Practise some sentences outside the
textbook.

28 Make students participate.

29 Practise action words, picture
description, drilling, etc.

(Note:  These were the actual responses, and
the researcher has not tried to modify them.)

Analysis

When taken together, the responses create an
ideal picture of classroom teaching of
English, which is not a fact. This requires
further classification of the responses.
Accordingly, these responses have been
classified into four categories. The first
category is Theoretical Responses, which
means that the respondent teachers had just
mentioned the name/s of the approach/es they
use for teaching. There are some teachers

who did not mention the name/s of approach/
es but gave a practical description of what
they do in the classroom. These responses
have been recorded as Practical Responses.
There are some teachers who had named the
approach and explained what they do in the
classroom. These responses have been
classified as Combined Responses. There
are some teachers who have not responded
at all. They have been classified as No
Response.

Table 2

Teacher Response to Teaching Methods

Theriotical

Practical

Combined

No response



20 Journal of English Language Teaching, Vol. 62, No. 2, Mar.-Apr. 2020

teachers gave responses not relevant, i.e. their
responses do not match the methods they had
mentioned in response to the same question
or to the first.

Conclusion

Primary teachers in Satara district need
intensive orientation to methods and
techniques for teaching English in the
primary classes. Their knowledge is either
outdated or they do not want to adapt to
changes in teaching techniques in line with
the changing situation. Frequent training in
newly developed techniques and methods to
cater for their needs is one of the best
solutions to update teachers’ knowledge and
improve the teaching-learning process.
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Abstract 
The British Rule in India has brought tremendous transformation in the social system of 

India. The first and foremost, it destroyed the princely states in the country and brought it under 
single control. Second, the people divided by states became unified and started identifying 
themselves as Indians. Third, it challenged the social division of people in different castes based 
on their works and professions. The challenge to caste based division gave birth to many social 
reformers in India and their efforts diluted the boundaries between margins and the centre. The 
mitigated boundaries increased hopes of people which in turn produced many classic stories—
some absolutely fictional and some realistic. Phakira(1959) is one of  such stories where Anna 
Bhau Sathe presents his real hero in the casteless environment of the western M aharashtra. This 
paper attempts to analysethe social dialectic from the dichotomy between the centre and the 
margin.  
Keywords: M argin, centre, social dialectic, caste,  
 

Introduction 

Last three centuries have altered human development process tremendously. People 

started understanding ideologies and strived to achieve their own place in the society around 
since the renaissance. The loan of those free thoughts was brought to India by the European 

rulers, particularly  the British who had then won a new thought of freedom to culminate in their  

empire across the globe. Their treatment to people in India, who, in their caste dominated social 
set up, spent their lives in servitude gave a new hope to stratify  their lost positions as human 

being. The servitude was imposed on them in the name of religion and god by a particular caste 

which ultimately functioned as authorities in the field without any opposition except in the 19th 

and 20th century Maharashtra.  

It is obvious for the writers writing under influence of Jotiba Phule, Rajarshi Shahu and 

B. R. Ambedkar to present an idealistic classless, casteless society where everything is as per the 

predictions of Karl M arx. Anna Bhau Sathe (1920-1969) is not an exception to this. His novels 
address one or more social issues at a time. His Phakira (1959) is one of the novels which 
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presents a Robin Hood type hero in the caste dominated sociocultural set of western 
M aharashtra.  

 

S ociocultural Setting of Phakira 

In the preamble to Phakira, Annabhau Sathe states that the novel takes its story from a 
real character of Phakira who was once upon a time declared bandit by the British officers. The 

man was a living legend who fought initially  for the glory of his village and later fought for the 

upliftment of his own community. He belonged to the Mang caste, one of the lowest castes in 
pre-Independence M aharashtra. Phakirasurrendered before the British government when the 

author was merely in the cradle. This sets the novel before 1920s. Phakira lived a life of almost 

forty years which implies that the novel opens sometimes in 1880s.  

The Indian society in the second half of 19th century Maharashtra was greatly disturbed 
by the social movement of Jotiba Phule and the movement was further augmented by Chh. 

Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj, the Prince of the Kolhapur State. However, for the society , which 

followed the servitude of more than 4000 years, it was very difficult to change drastically  to the 
eradicate caste in a short span of 40 years. It is this social setting that presents certain 

contradictions which this paper attempts to discuss.  
 

The Mang 
‘Caste is still the foundation of the Indian social fabric and the record of caste is still the 

best guide to the changes in the social fabric…. Every Hindu is born into a caste and his caste 

determines his religious, social, economic and domestic life from the cradle to the grave’ 

(Ambdedkar Vol.5 p .7). One of the four Varna is shudra. Shudra are the people who undertook 

the mean or lowest quality work mostly associated with carcass, dead bodies of animals, their  

skins, their blood and the related activities. The major shudra population in M aharashtra is 

constituted by Mahar, Mang, Chambhar, Holar,Dhor, Bhangi and almost seventy other castes. 
All of them are associated with dead bodies,  flesh, carcass, the leather work, disposal of dead 

bodies and the allied work apart from cleaning dung and lavatories, and sweeping work.  

M ang is one of  the major shudra castes in antiquity  having the status of untouchables. 

The major works assigned to them were disposing dead animals, take out their skin and use for 
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preparing different musical instruments often used in different festivals and ceremonies. They 
are more famous for their traditional musical skills and offered special privilege in different 

village festivals such as yatra or jatra. They often accompanied the people from Holar caste. 

They often spent life in poverty as they were never assigned with any landholding or property. 
M ost of them, even today, work in someone else’s field to earn their livelihood. In the second 

half of the nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth century, they undertook different 

works assigned by the landlords, Patils, or the village authorities for their livelihood. They also 

produced ropes out of the agave plants and distributed to different household in their village.  
When there was no work available for  them, they became thieves and robbers. However, they 

dared never to kill people without a very strong reason. Many historical records prove them to be 

the people of strong mantle and warrior attitude due to their strong built statures (Wankhede 
2007, p .31). They celebrated even the small prizes even in the form of words and recalled them 

again and again to cheer up their pathetic life. In the British government in India, many men 

from the caste were absorbed in the military and police departments. This improved their 

economic conditions to some extent but their social status remained the same.  
 

Untouchables and Untouchability in India 

In the fourth chapter of his book Untouchables or The Children of India’s Ghetto, B. R. 

Ambedkar lists out the treatment given to the untouchables in the Indian villages. According to 

him, every Indian village is divided into two sections—(i) Touchables and (ii) Untouchables. 

The touchables form the major community who lived inside the village,  were strong and 

powerful community, economically  sound, occupied power positions. On the contrary, the 
Untouchables a minor community, small in number, lived outside the village in separate quarters 

as per their castes, and functioned as hereditary bondsmen. They had no access to temples, 

forbidden from making wealth and property or possessing cattle but were supposed to look after 

them for the touchables. Their entries in the public places like temples, the village gathering 

places, water sources like streams and wells, etc. were strictly forbidden as was believed that 

their presence polluted these places.  To wear clean or new clothes, to put on watch and precious 

ornaments, to ride on horse, to use palanquin, to sit in the chair of a touchable, to eat with a 
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touchable, to speak cultured language, to name children like touchables, etc. were offences and 
the untouchables were punished severely for these offences. 

The untouchables were assigned duties specific to different occasions in the houses of the 

touchables that included carrying messages of  death or marriage in  the house, breaking fuels and 
going on errands, accompanying a girl or  woman from the touchable house when she goes to 

other village or her husband’s house, performing all the menial acts on the occasions of festivals.  

The epitome of all these were offering their women to members of the village community to be 

made the subject of indecent fun (Ambdedkar Vol.5 p .20-22).  
 

The Centre and the Margin 

The universe is structured and all its constituent elements are governed by certain set of 
laws meant specifically  for them. Likewise,  even civilizations and societies are also structured. It 

is obvious for every structure to have a centre. ‘The function of this center was only to orient, 

balance, and organize—one cannot in fact conceive of an unorganised structure—but above all to 

make sure that the organizing principle of the structure would limit what might call the play of  

the structure’ (Derrida 1988, p . 109). The idea of a structure without centre is unimaginable. The 

centre has dual function—it creates and balances the structure on one hand, and while doing so it 

escapes the structurality  on the other. It finds an escape route for itself so that it is ‘within the 
structure and outside it’ (Derrida 1988, p . 109). The centre when it follows the laws of the 

structure is a part of the structure and gives no scope for ‘play’ in the structure. Contrarily , when 

the centre does not follow the laws of structure, it escapes the structurality , and is superior to the 

structure.  

Existence of structure implies existence of ‘margins’. The centre is the focal point while 

margins are secondary elements of the structure. They have a set of rules for their behaviour in  

the structure. Theyshould not break or escape the rule else the total function of the structure 

would collapse. When the centre escapes structurality , the marginal elements cannot occupy its 

place as centre even if outside the structure has complete hold of the structure. M arginal 

elements of a structure are assigned their physical, ethical, ethnic values according to their 

closeness to the centre.  
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Thus, in the present discourse, Touchables are the centre and all the lower caste people 
are at the margins. The Indian caste system has, since antiquity , placed the Brahmin at the centre 

as they hold all the rights related religion and god by birth. They decided the purity, sanctity , 

adequacy and need of a particular social act in  the periphery around. Equally powerful centres 
were the Marathas who acquired their  social position due to their physical prowess besides 

wealth and property. The free play in the centre allows the Brahmin and the Maratha to occupy 

each other’s places as and when required. All other castes are at their mercy for certification of 

validity  or rejection of a particular action. 
 

Analysis 

Hierarchy among the shudra castes was a very common practice all over India even in the 

second half of 20 th century. There were margins even among the marginal.  Contradictorily , Anna 
BhauSathe presents an alleviated Indian society found sometimes in the 1980s Maharashtra 

contrasting the time of action of the novel.  

It is not surprising for Shankarrao Patil to express his desire to bring Jogani, the symbolic 
holy coconut kernel, to his village so as to extend its glory across all the known and unknown 

villages near and distant, and simultaneously earn special respect among people. He wanted to 

make his life interesting and full of  adventures. Ranoji,  a mang, on the other hand decided to 

undertake the herculean task to win respect for himself and his family among the upper caste 

authorities so that, when in life-threatening trouble, he can use his good deeds as a bail. Ranoji 

was quite aware of the r isk but he wanted to have glory even if the price was death. The two had 

completely opposite intentions—glory and survival.  
Anna Bhau Sathe has presented the centre and margin dichotomy in a way that it would 

not hurt the touchables or insults the untouchables. His overall description contrasts with the 

social setting in  which the action in  the novel takes place and the period in which he writes. The 

Mangwada is a residential quarter of Mang adjoining Mahar and Ramoshi quarters outside the 

Wategaon village. Mangwada, the quarter of the mangas, is surrounded by cactus. The entrance 

of the quarter, there is an arch made by two cactuses coming together. The houses stand 

somehow as they are made up of the leaves of sugarcane. The people there were always afraid of  

the rain and storm as these dilapidated huts may collapse anytime to make them shelter less. 
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Nobody in the village knows how many people live in that quarter. What they eat no one cares 
about. Only thing the villagers know is all these are legitimate guards of their village and their  

responsibility  is to protect the village. (Phakira, p. 4). 

The Untouchability  approach of the village authorities like ShankarraoPatil and 
Vishnupant Kulkarni suddenly changes when Ranoji sacrifices himself for bringing glory to the 

village by winning Jogani for his village.  Patil and Pant take care of Ranoji’s family after his  

martyrdom. However, their approach remains as it is for all other members of the marginalised 

castes. Reasons are simple. It is Ranoji who brought glory and the honour of celebrating the 
biggest festival in Wategaon. His sacrifice brought fame to the village and importance and 

special privilege to the village authorities like Patil and Pant. They were ultimately awarded the 

honour and reward for the sacrifice of Ranoji. In the age of Untouchability, Ranoji’s family 
became touchable due to his single deed.  

The second contradiction appears when the second important event takes place. Phakira,  

the protagonist, secures Jogani from BapuKhot and punishes him by cutting his hand. The 

honour was protected by Phakira. Immediately after this event, Phakira enquires about exile of  

Sawla who was banished by the British rulers for no reason for more than fifteen long years. Pant 

could have challenged the banishment in the beginning only but he does not. When Phakira takes  

word from him, Pant looks into the matter and cancels the unlawful banishment to bring back 
Sawla. Vishnu Pant delays the action apparently for no cause but performs it when it was 

proposed by the most powerful element of the margin.  The centre moves. Phakira got 

recognition as a leader of the downtrodden and won a lot of respect for his gallantry and 

integrity . He was the new hero who worked for Shankar Patil and Vishnupant Kulkarni.  

Phakira becomes a bandit when he realises that the attitude of RavsahebPatil, who 

became Patil after Shankarrao Patil, was prejudiced and all his activities are only to trouble 

Phakira and his companions. In the due course of time, Phakira challenges the authority  of the 

Patil and kills him with Bapu Khot. Each of his attempts at acquiring the centre position are 

hindered by a particular group of people.  
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This is an idealistic picture of the society at the beginning of  the twentieth century. Anna 
Bhau Sathe, being a M arxist by ideology, often ignores the ills of  the society and visualizes it to 

be ideal. His ideal views contrast with the stark social realities of the period.  
 

Conclusion 
The novel Phakira presents oscillations of power norms between the centre and the 

margin. The margin takes position of centre at one point of time and at the other, centres throws 

it back to its original state. Patil and Pant are assigned centre position because of their birth rights 
while Phakira and Ranoji attempt to achieve it by their valour, gallantry and abilities to control 

the power structure. The contradictions of setting organised by the author ultimately help us 

understand the power structure in a society governed by norms emphasizing dominance of caste. 

Anna Bhau Sathe simultaneously emphasizes the possibilities of the margin occupying the place 
of centre though the function of the centre remains intact.  
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Abstract
Discussion on power commenced long back in antiquity when societies found it 

essential to develop mechanism whereby all the members in the society would receive their 
due  share and due respect in the cumulative achievements ensuring survival and security of 
individuals. People gathered, defined purposes of their gatherings, and elected and entrusted 
their leaders who shall bear responsibilities of progression of society with minimum 
hindrances in the process. Leaders together with chosen members devised strategies to 
govern and defend the civilization. Members of one civilization came in contact with other 
civilizations. They exchanged their commodities to fulfil unfulfilled or newly developed 
needs. When the proportion of supply and demand became inappropriate, the demanding 
society found it inevitable to invade the supplying society so that the needs would be fulfilled. 
Invasions caused war and violence against each other disturbing the peaceful social set up; the 
violence created the atmosphere of horror and instability. All societies anticipated threats of 
violence and war for one reason or the other and developed their defence mechanism. Thus, 
the history of civilization became the history of conflicts and struggles, and the developments 
of counteractive mechanisms. Power is the key to understand the whole process of social 
development, social empowerment and the societal dialectic of subordination and resistance. 
This paper attempts to discuss resistance tactics used by the people of some eastern Chinese 
province for resisting the subordination by the enemy from the east. 
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Introduction
Pearl Buck (1892-1973) wasa 

prominent American writer who wrote about 
China.The Good Earth is the most famous 
and most discussed of Pearl Buck’s novels. 
Dragon Seed (1941) is her equally important 
novel. It is a story of China at war. Some 
eastern enemy has attacked the eastern 
Chinese province. The violence of enemy 
acquires different extremities of cruelty. 
Initially the local people suffer without 
resistance.Whenthey realize that the cruelties 
of the military are unending, they adopt 
different resistance tactics to overpower the 
enemy. The whole story centres around the 
Tan family from Tan village. Like every joint 
family, even the Tan family undergoes typical 
family relationship developments. This also 
exhibitssome subordination and resistance 
tactics. 

Tactics of Resistance in Dragon Seed
Subordination cannot be detached 

from resistance as wherever there is 
subordination, there is resistance.Minoror 
major, resistanceforces the subordinator 
topay attention to the resisting as well as the 
root cause/s of resistance. The novelDragon 
Seed presents different tactics of resistance 
used by different characters for different 
purposes.

Manufacturing Bias
Manufacturing bias a part of discursive 

power. Person ‘A’ spreads rumours about 
person ‘B’. He uses half-truth or creates a 
story about person ‘B’ in such a way that 
people believe ‘A’. Mostly, ‘B’ is not aware 
of what is cooked against him but notices 
change in the behaviour of people only at the 
end. This is possible by 

à repetition of the same opinion on 
different occasions so as to convince 
listeners about the truth value of the 
statement

à subtly articulated statements
à change of tone
à shift of stress on words
à intentional omission of certain 

information
à intentional insertion of certain 

information
à positing questions

Ling Sao is a very active woman who 
hates any type of laziness or sluggishness 
or ignorance towards one’s duties. She is 
capable of finding faults with both of her 
daughters-in-law. Though she is authorized 
to point out all the mistakes made by her 
daughters-in-law, she takes the matter to her 
husband. She complains about them. She tells 
him, ‘“That Orchid, she has this last child and 

Keywords : Resistance, Subordination, Power, Tactics
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now she has no time for anything else even 
the elder one. And if it were not for me our 
son himself would starve and go in rags like 
a beggar. She can do nothing but sit and look 
at the child, though he is still so small that put 
him anywhere and there he lies. What when 
he crawls and walks and what when there is 
third and a fourth?’(Buck 2010, p.48). She in 
a way manufactures bias against Orchid who 
ignores all her duties in the name of infant 
boy. She wants her husband to tell the matter 
to her elder son so that he would reproach 
Orchid and make her work instead of sitting 
idle. 

Ling Sao tells about her second 
daughter-in-law Jade who keeps herself busy 
with the book her husband has bought for 
her. She tells Ling Tan, ‘“And Jade. What 
use is Jade to me? Her mind is on that book 
our second son brought her. ...And what she 
will do when the child comes if she has not 
finished reading that book I do not know. She 
will hold it in her hand, I swear, and let the 
child be born anyhow...there is nothing so 
bad for a woman as reading”’ (Buck 2010, 
p.49). Involved in reading book, Jade pays 
little attention to her duties in the house and 
in the field which increases load of work on 
Ling Sao. It is her strategy to make both her 
daughters-in-law work more so that she could 
spare some time for herself. She does succeed 
in her purposes to a limited extent as Jade is 
asked to attend field duties afterwards. 

Violence
Violence is physical assault directed 

to harm an individual. An individual can 
be harmed using any of the means. This is 
a surface level reaction to certain action or 
a series of actions. Generally a person uses 
violence for resistance only if he is left with 
no other option. It is possible by 

Ø physical attack 
Ø use of one or more weapons
Ø making attacking movements
Ø striking
Ø war
Ø fight

The moment Lao Er takes leave of 
his brother-in-law and his family, there 
arrive an ‘army of young men with rocks 
and stick in their hands’ (Buck 2010, p.33). 
This is a group of some university students 
who persuade people for using their own 
indigenous goods and through away the 
foreign goods as they are the ‘enemy goods’. 
The leader of the boys ‘put both his hands and 
lifted out watches and pens and trinkets and 
threw them into the street, and the moment 
he did this all the young men rushed in and 
began to break the cases and to throw out the 
goods. And a great groan went up from the 
customers at such waste of good stuff, though 
there were some who seized what they could 
get and made off with it, and as fast as the 
stuff was thrown into the streets, the people 
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there fell upon it. When the young men saw 
this they were twice as angry as before and 
they rushed out and beat the people with their 
sticks and cracked their heads with the rocks 
they held until the people fell back. Then 
some of the young men stood guard over the 
goods that the others threw out and set fire to 
them, and shirts and coats and blankets and 
knitted goods and hats and shoes went into 
the fire. All around the blaze the crowd stood, 
their hungry eyes fixed in horror upon such 
waste but no one dared to say a word’ (Buck 
2010, p.34). The students are violent over the 
issue of using foreign goods as they want the 
people to develop sense of nationality. Their 
violence destroys shop of Wu Lien who sells 
all foreign goods in his shop but students are 
not at all concerned with his feelings. Their 
beating persons who attempt to take away the 
articles is an indication of their hatred and 
conviction about complete destruction of the 
foreign goods.

The enemy is ruthless ruler who 
does not have any kind of affiliation for the 
natives except their concern about the food 
and women. They have modern guns with 
sever destructive capacities and aircrafts that 
may destroy cities within minutes. It is not 
possible to fight against such a strong enemy 
openly. Hence, people wage secret war 
against the enemy. They attack the garrisons 
of enemy suddenly and kill the enemy before 
they are aware of the attack and take away 
their weapons to for next attack. They attack 
single or a small group of enemy soldiers if 

they are found in a comfortable place where 
they can be killed and buried immediately. 
‘And the enemy who came to the countryside 
to search for food and goods found themselves 
surrounded by innocent dull villagers, men 
and old women together, fearful and timid, 
and then suddenly these same people brought 
out guns and knives and fell upon them and 
there was not one left even to tell what village 
it was, and all the enemy in the city knew was 
that too many times those who went out did 
not come back. Yet the villagers were wise 
enough not to fall upon any who came too 
strong for them. No, wherever they were, 
they waited for a sign from one they chose 
to be their leader and if the sign was made 
the moved in swiftness and in silence’ (Buck 
2010, p.243-244). All the villagers fight 
together without disclosing their secret to 
anybody and the secret war they have waged 
achieves success beyond their expectation as 
the enemy becomes weaker every day. 

Surface Accommodation 
This is one more subtle strategy used 

for resistance. Here, a person always tries to 
balance his positions between two ends. The 
first end here is always occupied by the person 
or a group of persons in power. The second 
end is occupied by someone who opposes 
the person in power or the person himself 
who wants to accomplish certain intentions 
without losing his own present position. 
To avoid or to postpone powerlessness, the 
person accepts the terms of the person in 
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power. At the surface level, he is a follower 
of the person in power but under cover, he is 
in action against the ruler. He always hides 
a major part of what he is supposed to share 
with the ruler and he is always ready with 
escape ways.

The enemy enforces a law which 
is extremely exploitative. People are not 
allowed to eat the meat of animals and bird 
in their possession. They have to carry those 
animals and birds to the enemy. The same 
is true with all the farm products including 
grains and vegetables. At the surface level 
people agree to implement the law truthfully. 
However, they all start working secretly. Ling 
Sao asks Ling Tan to spread a rumour in the 
village that all the animals and birds are sick 
and there is no chance of their survival, and 
in action they slaughter all the animals except 
a sow which they keep for breeding. Ling Sao 
salts all the meat and preserves it secretly to 
eat when they want or when they can. Many 
of the farmers follow their trick and they 
keep the enemy away from eating meat of 
their animals and birds. During the harvest, 
the farmers reap their crops and carry them to 
their backyards during the night leaving less 
than half of the real production. They thrash 
the grains during night inside courtyard 
so that the enemy does not know about it. 
The enemy is surprised to find the reduced 
produce but they also become helpless as they 
have to believe in what they see before them. 
Most of the farmers store these grains in the 
secret rooms they have built in their houses, 

and some carry the grains to their relatives 
living in the hill villages. They do not allow 
the enemy to know about their secret strategy 
to save maximum production for themselves 
(Buck 2010, p.212-225). At the surface level 
they follow the exploitative law of the enemy 
without resisting it but work secretly against 
it. 

The enemy enforce the law against 
fish ‘that in all the land only the enemy 
should have the right to eat fish, and Ling 
Tan caught no more fish in his pond by day, 
but he used a seine by night if he wanted fish. 
Every bone of a fish they ate must be hid and 
the scales and the fins and any offal must be 
buried, and they ate fish only at night behind 
their locked doors, and so did all the village. 
And yet a show must be kept too, and so once 
in a while a man walked into the city with a 
little fish in his hand to give to the enemy. 
Sometimes the enemy came out and ordered 
them to catch fish, and then only did Ling 
Tan and the others have to catch some good 
fish to save their lives’ (Buck 2010, p.227). 
Actions of people are so subtle that the enemy 
does not even get a hint of what people have 
been doing, and even if they know, they are 
helpless for if they kill the people who would 
work for them then onwards.

People from hill wage secret war 
against the enemy. Ling Tan’s three sons 
lead different fronts of the secret war, and 
he himself also plays crucial role in the war. 
‘Ling Tan had to keep his face smooth and his 
eyes dull, and yet his mind had to be working 
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and quick to spring to every advantage large 
and small. While his sons and those who 
were with them came and went by night and 
used the secret room as a fortress for their 
weapons, he had to seem to be an old farmer 
who knew nothing and saw nothing if the 
enemy came to inquire’ (Buck 2010, p.243). 
Ling Tan opposes the cruel enemy in a very 
cunning fashion. He does not allow them to 
get even the hint of what is going on in the 
house and among the people of the house. 
He pretends to be a very naive old gentleman 
always ready to help the enemy but secretly 
he participates in all the activities against 
them. 

Share in Power and Hidden Agenda
A person with comparatively lesser 

power, on realization of his own abilities, 
tends to adjust himself to the terms of the 
powerful. He does this only to prove his 
own mantle with the passage of power. The 
loss of his present position or possessions 
may expel him out of the mainstream and 
may make him powerless. Share in power 
is a source of strength for him. He exercises 
his own agenda judging the discovery of his 
intentions by the ruler.

Wu Lien is a businessman who 
hates none and loves peace as peace brings 
prosperity and prosperity of one man helps 
all the businessmen prosper. Wu Lien 
compromises his dignity for the sake of 
survival and safety of his family. He opens 
his dilapidated shop and confronts an enemy 
officer who helps him rise in the enemy 

organization. His first and the last concern 
are for himself and his family but his humble 
nature and submissive talk impresses the 
enemy and he climbs the stares of success 
rapidly. He becomes an important officer in 
the enemy administration. He is respected 
like all other enemy officers in the city. ‘To 
the enemy he seemed a mild man who would 
do anything he was told, and they paid him 
well. This money Wu Lien saved as he did 
his knowledge, and without knowing what he 
would do with it. He did not give it to anyone 
nor did he do good with it, nor did he spend 
it for himself or for his family more than was 
needful...he comforted his wife when she 
mourned that she never saw her parents and 
he told her that when times were better they 
would all understand each other again’ (Buck 
2010, p.277). However, innately Wu Lien is a 
different man. ‘Within himself Wu Lien kept 
all that he knew, and he was careful never to 
let anything in his manner or his voice or his 
look betray that he had any special knowledge. 
Yet he did have, for him came ten or twelve 
men and women who told him news of every 
kind and were his ears and eyes everywhere. 
thus he learned fully how evil the enemy was 
and how they continued to burn villages and 
to pillage the land as they had the city, and 
he learned what the hillmen did, and before 
Ling Tan knew it he knew what Ling Tan’s 
sons did. He was stuffed with knowledge he 
seemed never to use’ (Buck 2010, p.277). 
People believe that Wu Lien is no more a 
native businessman. He is the man of enemy 
who is devoted to the enemy. He collects 
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information from people and transfers it to 
the enemy for strategic purposes. However, 
he is not the man people perceive him to 
be. He is concerned only about his business 
and his family. He is aware of the future that 
when the enemy leaves the people would not 
treat him as they did previously. He becomes 
a pawn which does not move or attack yet 
creates its own space in the enemy circle. 
He blocks the information which might have 
been received by the enemy and acted even 
wildly. Thus, in his own way he participates 
in the secret war waged by the natives.

Disregard for Norms and Orders 
Like violence disregard for norms and 

orders is one more open strategy of resistance. 
A person shows disregard for norms and 
orders of the ruler or the powerful person. He 
does not show any respect for the set norms, 
orders of the state, tradition, culture, age or 
anything respected in the society. The person 
or group openly protests.

Traditionally, all the people in the 
Ling village believe that whatever elders 
say or do is always right for they do it only 
after experience of life, and the younger 
generations should follow them without 
questioning. Ling Sao is very happy to see 
her second son, his wife and the grandson. 
She forgets all her sorrows when she meets 
her grandson. She is not willing to leave him 
for a moment. In the moments of ecstasy, she 
chews rice to make it smooth and puts it in 
her grandson’s mouth so that the child may 

swallow it without chewing. When Jade, 
the child’s mother, notices it, she resists and 
requests Ling Sao not to put the rice in the 
child’s mouth. Ling Sao is surprised to hear 
her daughter-in-law, ‘first, that she should 
speak so to one older, and then that there 
could be any harm in feeding a little child 
soft chewed rice.’ (Buck 2010, p.217) Jade 
has read a book about child caring which 
restricts individuals from putting chewed 
eatables in the mouths of children. Her 
knowledge makes Jade capable of resisting 
the traditional wisdom of her mother-in-law. 
Her disregard for traditional values and norms 
hurts Ling Sao who is trying to recover from 
the sequence of tragic events in her life. 

The same norm, respect for elders and 
their wisdom,is violated by Lao San on one 
occasion. Lao San loves war and everything 
related to war which often disturbs Ling Tan. 
Particularly after the recent incident of killing 
an enemy soldier who begged for mercy as 
even he has wife and children, Ling Tan thinks 
of war negatively and curses the war makers. 
However, Lao San often defends his killing 
of the enemy as the will of heaven for which 
Ling Tan reproaches him. Lao San who is 
now one of the fiercest guerrillas disapproves 
his father’s opinion that the war is not willed 
by heaven and directly opposes him. Ling 
Tan does not like his approach and insist on 
his authority as he is an elder and the head 
of the family. Lao San directly threats him, 
‘“These are other times! You may not strike 
me! I can kill you as well as another!”’ (Buck 
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2010, p.251) Lao San does not show any sign 
of repentance on his face for whatever he has 
said. He so proud of his skills in war that he 
has forgotten all the manners and etiquettes 
supposed to be observed in the company of 
elders. His resistance is not justifiable in the 
context.  

Articulating Difficulties 
Articulating difficulties is one more 

subtle strategy whereby a person tries to 
abstain from the duties assigned to him or 
systematically rejects the expectations of the 
person in power. He simply posits difficulty 
or a series of difficulties in executing the tasks 
assigned to him. This diverts concentration of 
the speaker and he automatically realises that 
the person is unwilling to take over the job. 
This is a subtle resistance tactic used mostly 
by lazy people.  

Once the destruction of city is over, 
the enemy soldiers walk in different villages 
and record everything in the possession of 
farmers. They instruct every farmer that 
everything their possession then onwards 
belongs to the enemy and they should submit 
whenever and whatever is demanded. The 
enemy soldiers tell Ling Tan that the price 
of grains will be fixed and paid by them 
only. However, Ling Tan is a shrewd farmer 
and enquires, ‘“Sirs, how can it be decided 
thus early what the price of grain is to be? 
In our country Heaven decides such things”’ 
(Buck 2010, p.209). Ling Tan’s difficulty 
is absolutely correct as per his experiences 

of years but his articulation of difficulty is 
mistimed. The consequence of his articulating 
difficulty is ‘that little enemy man puffed 
himself up and scowled and drew down his 
mouth and shouted at Ling Tan’ (Buck 2010, 
p.209). The enemy is angry with him and 
explains to him the victory of enemy in the 
war, and as a result what the people should 
do. He retorts Ling Tan even when Ling Tan 
tells him that the pond in which he breeds 
fish belongs to him. The enemy officer is 
angry with Ling Tan and he declares that 
they are the victors and everything belongs to 
them then onwards.  

Conclusion
A literary writer, whether a being 

attached to some ideology, influenced by 
some philosophy or an advocate of certain 
principles of his own, presents situations 
as he sees them. These situations may be 
sometimes imaginary, sometimes real or 
sometimes imagined realities. They all 
are parts of literature. It is precisely for 
this reason, literature is the most useful 
tool to present situations as they are. This 
simplifies the job of a scholar to analyse 
these subordination and resistance strategies. 
Pearl Buck has successfully presented China 
at war in Dragon Seed. Resistance is theother 
side of subordination. It acquires different 
dimensions in different contexts. It is mild 
but subtle in family relationships while 
it is demonstrative in warfare and violent 
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situations. Every person possesses power 
which he uses either for subordination or 
resistance as per the demand of the context. In 

the novel, different characters have presented 
different tactics of resistance through their 
natural response to the situations they faced. 
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Introduction: 

The growing share of the services sector in the gross domestic product (GDP) of India 

indicates the importance of the sector to the economy. The service sector accounted for aboul 30 

per cent of total GDP of India in 1950s; its share in GDP increased to 38 per cent in the 1980s, 

then to 43 per cent in the 1990s and 56.5 per cent in 2012-13 and finally to about 64 per cent in 

2017-18. Thus, the service sector currently account for more than half of India's GDP. This 

process of tertiarisation (dominance of the tertiary or services sector) of the economy has been 

accompanied by a decline in the share of the primary sector (agriculture) and a more or less 

constant share of the secondary (industry) sector over the years. A caveat is in order here because 

RBI and international institutions like WTO included construction industry under services, 

although from a national accounts classification it is part of the secondary rather than the tertiary 

sector. The community, social and personal services category accounts for a 14.4 percent share, 

while transport, storage and communications accounts for a 7.8 percent share. Construction 

industry, which is a borderline services category, has a share of 8.2 percent. 

In this paper, we attempt to understand the recent trends in the services scctor of 

India. A study of the services sector at a reasonably disaggregated level is necessary because, as 
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noted earlier, unlike agriculture (the primary sector) and industry (the secondary sector). the 

services sector (the tertiary sector) is much more heterogeneous in nature. Further due to 

communications led technological advancement, the process of globalization and increased 

reliance of outsourcing as a mode of production organization, rapid changes have occurred in he 

economic structures of many economies including India. And a large part of his change is 

visible in the form of growth and change in the structure of economies in favour of larger share 

of the services sector. 

Objectives of the Study: 

Following are the main objectives of the study: 

1) To study the sector wise share in national income. 

To examine growth of service sector in India. 2) 

3) To find out challenges before service sector in India. 

Research Methodology: 

This study is related to the growth and recent trends in service sector of India. This smudy 

is completely based on secondary data viz. Economics Survey of India, Naional Sampie Surve. 

journals, books, research magazines, internet etc. The tools of analysis are used as averages 

percentages etc. 

The term of service sector: 

The term services sector refers to, at the most aggregate level a large roup of 

activities that include trade, hospitality (hotels, restaurants), transportation, communication. 

entertainment, health, education, public services and so on. It can be argued that, even ar the 

aggregate level, the services sector is more heterogeneous than the other two sectors, agriculure 

(primary sector) and industry (secondary sector). Thus if the primary sector involves producing 
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2oods diwily tivnm nannnl wwmaves (Arienltune, tinthlnga. hmtlna. nmlna and u m) anmd 

secondary seetor invothes mntith ina material sunde tut tlher mwmo Netul prnduwts amd 

commodities, then the teniary sevnr ow the servlve sevtr invlundes all avtiv itlex that do m 

produce or modity material anuds. u onher wunds unlthe tlhe intmt ot ngrivnlune, mnlng 

manufacturing which ane material and angible, the onutpnat ot the nPvlvex xevtom zaneh ax toacthing. 

cleaning. seling. cvwing and enternaining have phy sioal twm and theretre are immaterlal or 

intangible. 

Sector wisc share in National lncome: 

Among major economies, mdia is the tastest Nwina ovonomles n the world ater 

China. However, one aspeet of ecomnmie anowth that sets hudia aprt is the way in whioh the 

structural changes have takeu place. cieneral ovomonmie growth theorles and history support the 

hypothesis that when an sconomy sdevelops. it transfornns thmn being an agrarian into an 

industrial cconomy and contimies to get industrialized till it eaches a stage of development when 

its share of industry sector declnes and its share of servives inevases. Acconling t De 

C.Rangarajan, the pattem of evonmie developnent ot tuday's developod eountris has tillomod 

a common pattern. Initially, the sharv of agrieulure in toal utpur sdevlines, while that of 

industry registcrs an inerease. listorivally this provess has lasted fir considovably long perid. 

Howcver eventually the share of services ineneases with the shane ot industry devlining. Thus 

typically the process of evonomie devchopment is marked by three distinet phases: an initial 

phase of the dominanve of agriculture, an intemediate phase sdonminated by industey and a thnal 

phase dominated by services. 
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The timing of the ditferent phases of structural change and the duration of such changes 

has. however. been ditterent across different countries. India, however, has defied this usual 

ourse of growth. unlike China that relatively banks heavily on industries, by transforming or 

rather leapthvgging from an agriculture based economy to a services-led cconomy. India's 

average GDP growth rate tor the period 1951-1981, 1982-91, 1992-2001 and 2002-2009 was 3.6 

pervent, 5.4 percent, 5.7 percent and 7.6 percent respectively. In the first three decades after 

independence India managed to achieve an average annual growth of just 3.5 percent. During 

1951-2009, while the average growth in GDP and service sector has been a little over two-times; 

hoth agriculture and industry grew less than two-fold. Acceleration in growth was witnessed 

atter economic reforms were introduced, though loosely, beginning from the 1980s. 

Following table 1.1 shows sectoral share in Gross Domestic Production (GDP) in India. 

The average share of agriculture in GDP has decreased from 48.1 percent during 1951-81 to 20 

pervent during 2001-09. The contribution of industry has increased modestly from 15.1 percent 

to 19.4 percent in the same period. Possible reason for slow growth in industry could be issues 

relating to the land, labour, electricity and regulatory structure. Interestingly, it is the services 

sector that has contributed heavily at a faster rate and in fact the services sector has outgrown the 

overall growth except in 1994, in the post-reform period beginning 1991 
Table No-1.1 

Sectorwise Share in GDP (in %) 

Period Agriculture Industry Service 

1951 to 1981 48.1 15.1 40.2 

1981 to 1991 34.4 18.9 46.7 

1991 to 2001 27.7 20.1 52.2 

2001 to 2009 20.0 19.4 60.6 

2009 to 2018 13.0 23.0 64.0 
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Souroe: Computed from RBI Data. 

The share of services in GDP has shot up from 40.2 percent to 60.6 percent in the same 

period. If China follows an industry-led exports growth, India may become services-led exports 

growth. Contrary to the popular belief that reforms have resulted in the below-par performance 

of the agriculture, sharp decline in the share of agriculture sector to GDP began from 1951-91 

itself. However, the trend in industry is unclear with marginal overall increase. As for the service 

sector, its share in GDP has shown consistent and substantial increase from an average 40.2 

percent between 1951-52 and 1980-81 to 60.6 percent between 2001-02 and 2008-09. As for the 

service sector, share of Agriculture in GDP has declined and its shown 13 percent only, Industry 

sector shown only 23 percent and service sector increased 64 percent between 2009 to 2018. 

/0 64 
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27.7 Industry 
30 

23 Service 
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Growth of Service Sector in India: 
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OI Toreign investors even after reforms in 1991, the scenario changed dramatically after 2000, 

when services attracted 27 percent of the total foreign direct investment. This change could be 

attributed to the tremendous growth of sub sectors 1ike information and communication 

technology, insurance, financial services etc. 

Challenges before Service Sector: 

The opportunities in this sector are surrounded by certain challenges for India as well. 

1) The foremost challenge is the collection of reliable data to harness the growth potentiality of 

this sector. Although, for the first time a separate chapter on 'Services Sector' has been added in 

Economic Survey 2010-11 a lot needs to be done. 2) Secondly, Skill Enhancement of Human 

Resource as both traditional and modern services require differentiated Skills and National Skill 

Development Scheme initiated by XIth Five Year Plan is a welcome step in this direction. 3) 

Investment in social infrastructure like health and medicine, education etc. Investment in 

elementary education and secondary education is necessary to utilize the 'Indian Demographic 

Dividend and others, like opening up of quality ITI's, Hotel Management Institute etc. 

Conclusion: 

As India is travelling a novel path in economic growth by making services as the engine 

of growth, and bypassing industry, careful strategies are needed for consolidating, strengthening 

and furthering the growth. Policy changes effected in the areas like FDI limits, tariff rates, 

subsidy, trade etc. from 1991 has provided the requisite succor to the sector. Any calibrated step 

in this direction would be helpful in catapulting Indian economy to the next level in terms of 

growth and standard of living. 

References: 

1) Yojana Magzine-2011 
677 



Our Heritage SSN: 0474s030 
vokSssue33 

UGC Care Listed Journal ebruary2O0 

2) Mishra &Puri , Indian Economy , Himalaya Publication Mumbai, 2017-18. 
3Agrawal A.N.. Indian Economy,S.Chand Publication. New Delhi. 
4) Report on Economic Survey of lndia, 2017. 
5) Pratiyogita Sahitya Series, Indian Economy, Agra, 2017-18. 



 
 
 

 
About Us:  http://www.the-criterion.com/about/ 

 
Archive:  http://www.the-criterion.com/archive/ 

 
Contact Us:  http://www.the-criterion.com/contact/ 

 
Editorial Board:  http://www.the-criterion.com/editorial-board/ 

 
Submission:  http://www.the-criterion.com/submission/ 

 
FAQ:  http://www.the-criterion.com/fa/ 

 
 
 
 

ISSN 2278-9529 
Galaxy: International Multidisciplinary Research Journal 

www.galaxyimrj.com 

http://www.the-criterion.com/about/
http://www.the-criterion.com/archive/
http://www.the-criterion.com/contact/
http://www.the-criterion.com/editorial-board/
http://www.the-criterion.com/submission/
http://www.the-criterion.com/fa/
http://www.galaxyimrj.com/


The Criterion: An International Journal in English Vol. 10, Issue-V, October 2019      ISSN: 0976-8165 
 

www.the-criterion.com 

Resistance Tactics in William Golding’s Lord of the Flies  

Dr. Dnyandeo Salu Kale 
Assistant Professor and Head,  

Department of English, 
Amdar Shashikant Shinde Mahavidyalay, Medha,  

Tal- Jawali, Dist- Satara,  
Pin- 415012. (M.S.) 

 
Article History: Submitted-14/09/2019, Revised-05/11/2019, Accepted-06/11/2019, Published-20/11/2019. 

 

Abstract: 

Power has been one of the most discussed issues of the twentieth century. The one having 

power always wants to exhibit it so as to gain attention as it can be used either to show one’s 

superiority or to denounce superiority of others. The two obvious applications of power are 

Subordination and Resistance. The theories of power discuss the two applications in details. 

However, there are rare evidences of exploring these applications in literature. This paper aims at 

analysing different tactics of Resistance in Lord of the Flies by William Golding.  

Keywords: Power, Resistance, Subordination, Tactics.  

Introduction  

  Power is a complex concept due to its natures of operation, functions and outcomes. No 

thinker would completely agree with the others as power has several complicated aspects, and 

complexity is there due to explicable and inexplicable, visible and invisible, apparent and 

underlying elements constantly influencing each other. It is impossible to elaborate power 

completely yet it can be uncovered to some extent through exemplification. It is for this reason 

that we need to arrive at a workable definition of power for the present research purposes. From 

the above discussions, a working definition of power for the purpose of this research could be 

made as Power is a capacity of an individual or group to affect or influence the behaviour 

or/and actions—physical or mental—of other individual or group. The capacity may be physical 

or intellectual, natural or acquired, manifest or latent, accessible or inaccessible but it has 

potential to influence the behaviour either positively or negatively. If the above definition is 

taken for granted, power could be assumed to have only two applications—when the behaviour 

is influenced positively there is subordination, and when the behaviour is influenced negatively 

there is resistance. The words positive and negative need elaboration. 
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Tactics of Resistance 

Tactics of resistance exists with the tactics of subordination as subordination does not 

exist without resistance. It would be interesting to analyse techniques of resistance used by the 

boys against subordination strategies used by some boys.  

Meek Submission  

Submission without resistance is a strategy to dominate. Meek submission may result 

either in provoking the subjugator to use stronger weapons and strategies of oppression, or in 

creating feeling of shame and repentance in the subjugator. The object who submits in this way 

is a person beyond attitudes either to dominate or to submit, a person in search of the eternal 

truth, a person who is everywhere and nowhere. The only boy who neither resist nor attempt to 

dominate in the novel is Simon. Simon represents mystic attitude, a believer of absolute which 

lies beyond human sentiments. Simon helps the biguns as well as the littluns when the help is 

demanded. He goes with Ralph and Jack on the expedition to explore the place and confirm it to 

be an island. He helps Ralph build huts on the beach. He helps the littluns to get fruits from the 

higher twigs of trees. He expects nothing from any of the boys. He performs duties assigned to 

him and does not participate in power game. However, on the issue of beast, he goes with the 

majority though he is sure about its absence on the island. He submits to the majority.  

He discovers the lord of the flies and speaks to him. The lord of the flies reveals the 

nature of evil and of beast to him but he does not resist. The lord promises fun with him but he 

accepts it without hesitance or resistance. He accepts his words and proceeds to discover reality 

of the beast. Even on the death bed, his attempt is to disclose the truth to the boys who at that 

moment are not in the mood to listen to him. He receives divine funeral; his body is taken to the 

sea by the flood of water poured from the sky and is embraced by the eternal ocean.  

 

Manufacturing Bias 

‘Understanding may be of two kinds: the first is the direct observational understanding of 

the subjective meaning of a given act as such, including verbal utterances.’ (Weber 1968, p. 8). 

‘Understanding may, however, be of another sort, namely explanatory understanding. Thus, we 

understand in terms of motive the meaning an actor attaches to the proposition twice two equals 

four, when he states it or writes it down, in that we understand what makes him do this at 

precisely this moment and in these circumstances’ (Weber 1968, p.8). Manufacturing bias is a 

subtle strategy used for both subordination and resistance. Piggy right from the beginning 
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disapproves Jack for reasons of his own. Jack often mocks him in the assembly and interrupts 

Piggy’s speeches for his being logical. Jack is physically stronger than Piggy. Hence, Piggy 

attempts to manufacture bias about Jack when Ralph thinks of resigning his leadership as he is 

unable to tackle the issue of beast. Piggy tells Ralph that Jack hates him for a reason that he does 

not know. He has arrived at this conclusion only after thinking a lot when he was in the bed. He 

is trying to find out the reason but is not able to discover it. Some probable reasons for Jack’s 

hatred for him may be Ralph accused him for his irresponsible behaviour towards signal fire, or 

Ralph is the chief and Jack is not. Ralph is stronger. Hence, Jack does not hurt him but he hurts 

the next boy who is Piggy. ( LOTF, p.102-03) This conversation between the two makes Ralph 

alert about intentions of Jack by germinating seeds of authority in his mind and bias for Jack. 

Ralph wants to confirm this and     

 

Violence  

Ralph scolds Jack for being irresponsible towards the signal fire. He does not appreciate 

efforts taken by Jack and his hunter group for hunting a pig and making arrangement of meat for 

the food, Jack becomes violent. He cannot refuse the fault yet he does not want to be scolded. He 

is really very angry but cannot protest as he was at fault and dare not utter a word against Ralph. 

However, to express his anger he hits Piggy and breaks his specs (LOTF, p.77). This is a 

resistance strategy. When you cannot harm the first person directly, you harm the next one. Jack 

resists violently by beating Piggy.   

When Jack becomes the leader forming his own tribe, Ralph becomes restless not 

because his powers have been snatched away but because he is doubtful about Jack’s leadership 

and his intentions. Jack is a tyrant leader and for mere pleasure of enjoying his authority he may 

harm anybody. As long as boys are safe, Ralph does not undertake violent means to control Jack. 

However, when Jack steals Piggy’s specs, Ralph becomes violent and challenges Jack calling 

him a thief. Both of them become violent and fight to test who is more powerful. ‘Jack made 

rush and stabbed at Ralph’s chest with his spear. Ralph sensed the position of the weapon from 

the glimpse he caught of jack’s arm and put the thrust aside with his own butt. Then he brought 

the end round and caught Jack a stinger across the ear. They were chest to chest breathing 

fiercely, pushing and glaring’ (LOTF, p.201). Both the boys attempt to prove their physical 

prowess; Ralph wants to re-establish his lost position and Jack wants to prove that only he is the 

right person to be the chief of the boys. Here, Ralph represents resistance strategy as he is no 
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more in the power position while Jack represents subordination strategy as he beholds the power 

position.  

  

Digression  

Digression is a technique of resistance used by people who commit some type of mistake 

knowingly or unknowingly. The littluns in the novel is a group of boys with the age group of five 

and six years. This is the age of enjoying childhood funs. Lack of adult presence on the island 

brings these boys into action and they have to shoulder some type of responsibility so as to 

simplify life on the island. They are not given any important responsibility but they are supposed 

to help the biguns in different activities. The littluns behaviour is in accordance with the children 

of their age. They unknowingly violate the norms on the island and forget all their duties. They 

spend most of their time in playing, bathing and eating whatever they find. Their ignorance 

towards duties assigned to them increases work pressure on the biguns. When Ralph asks them 

about their ignorance, the boys bring forth the issue of ‘beast’. They want to know what the 

biguns have decided about the ‘snake-like thing’. The beast issue diverts the whole attention of 

the assembly where Ralph attempts to discuss responsibilities and their execution by the boys. At 

the end of the assembly, the littluns follow Jack and become uncontrollable for Ralph. This is the 

way in which they resist Ralph’s ignorance towards their problem. 

Jack, when scolded by Ralph for being careless about his duties at the signal fire, hits 

Piggy and breaks his specs. Further he invites all the boys except Piggy to enjoy the feast of 

meat. This diverts focus of Ralph temporarily. Ralph becomes calm for some time and stops 

scolding Jack. Jack’s digression serves his purpose of mitigating Ralph’s anger to a certain level 

and gives him time to think about a stronger argument in defence of his fault.  

 

Surface Accommodation  

Surface accommodation, the Subtlest of the resistance strategies, is used only by the 

leaders with cunning intentions of harming the person in power position. This strategy allows 

you to remain with the leader and understand all that he knows his strengths and weaknesses, the 

situations where he could be trapped. Jack uses this strategy against Ralph.  

At the beginning of the novel, Jack wants to be the chief on the island. However, the boys 

vote for Ralph. Jack gets disappointed yet preserves his desire to become the chief. He accepts 
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the offer of leading the choir group which would function as a group of ‘hunters’ or ‘army’ 

(p.20), and would perform duty of keeping the signal fire alive.  

Second example of surface accommodation is that of Piggy. Piggy right from the 

beginning exhibits his common sense and knowledge. He finds that there is no other boy superior 

to him in the intellectual abilities. This makes him one of the aspirants of the position of the 

chief. He accepts leadership of Ralph because he is not aggressive like Jack. He also knows how 

to use Ralph against Jack as and when required. Piggy controls Ralph when he starts to speak 

about issues like beast, ghost and snake-like things. He is far more logical than anyone else.  

Third example of surface accommodation is the of Simon. Unlike others, Simon lives by 

his own norms. He does not want to hurt anybody nor wants to spread wrong information. He 

does not want to have enemies or rivals. He accepts all and opposes none, yet maintains his 

individuality. It is only due to his ability to accommodate immediately. He helps Ralph to build 

shelters. However, he escapes to the woods when he finds that Ralph is busy in a discussion with 

Jack. Due to his philosophical and most of the times obscure talks, most of the boys call him 

‘batty’. To avoid such comments, he often escapes to the grove of trees at the centre of the forest 

where he sits like a sage for meditation. When there is the second discussion on existence of 

beast on the island, ‘‘Simon felt a perilous necessity to speak; but to speak in assembly was 

terrible thing to him.’ ‘May be there is a beast’ he said hesitantly’(LOTF, p. 97). When Ralph 

asks him about his belief, he replies ‘I don’t know. But ...’ He ends up in a whisper ‘What I mean 

is...maybe it’s only us’ (p. 97). Though he does not agree with the littluns and Jack that there is a 

beast on the island, for avoiding bitter comments, he simply agrees with them.      

 

Share in Power and Hidden Agenda 

Jack wants to be the chief of the boys on the island but the boys prefer Ralph. However, 

Ralph being mild by nature offers Jack his choir group and allows him to control it. Besides 

accepting choir, Jack undertakes all the most important duties on the island. His choir group shall 

work as hunters and gather food; they shall function as military to protect the island and the 

boys; and they shall look after the signal fire. All these are the most important duties on the 

island as hunting would provide food (meat), army shall protect all the members of the group 

from invaders i.e. the beast in this case, and the signal fire is the only way to get connected to the 

adult world. After accepting these duties, Jack trains his hunters to be his followers till the end 

for which he offers the joy of hunting and eating meat besides escape from all other duties. 
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Remaining a subordinate to Ralph, Jack acquires most of the necessary skills of a leader to use 

them against Ralph in the end. At the surface level he remains subordinate to Ralph but plans his 

replacement underneath. His plan finally works and he overcomes powers of Ralph and attempts 

to destroy his powers by killing him.  

The second person willing to share powers is Piggy. The choir boys choose Jack as their 

leader, the rest of the boys choose Ralph as their leader but Piggy remains quiet for some time. 

He votes for Ralph because he is left alone. Piggy provides information and insights to Ralph. He 

wants Ralph to note the names and number of boys on the island so that they can plan things and 

duties properly. Secondly, he suggests Ralph to allocate duties to boys and simplifies Ralph’s 

job. On different occasions, Ralph assigns him the duty of controlling the littluns. He becomes 

the custodian for the littluns. Piggy accepts all these duties only to make Ralph and Jack aware of 

his abilities and their importance on the island. He takes advantage of his physical weakness to 

remain near the beach and around the littluns. Thus he fulfils his desire to become the chief by 

sharing power with others.  

 

Disregard for Norms and Orders  

‘Submission to an order is almost always determined by a variety of interests and by a 

mixture of adherence to tradition and belief in legality, unless it is a case of entirely new 

regulations. In a very large proportion of cases, the actors subject to the order are of course not 

even aware how far it is a matter of custom, of convention, or of law’ (Weber 1968, p.37-38). 

When such confusion arises, the best way to overcome it is to explore loopholes. These 

loopholes function in two ways; they remind the makers of the rules that they need to work more 

and eliminate lacuna in the rules, and secondly it creates a safe passage for escapers as they can 

avoid adherence to the law and work on their personal interests.  

Jack is an opportunist and is in search of opportunity to overthrow Ralph’s authority on 

the island. When Sam and Eric report about the beast from air and their escape, Jack insists on 

hunting down the beast. While boys are preparing for the hunt, Ralph asserts safety of the littluns 

and appoints Piggy on the guard. Piggy attempts to suggest caution holding the conch in his 

hands. He insists on his right to speak as he holds the conch when Jack attempts to interrupt him. 

Jack rejects him offhandedly shouting ‘Conch! Conch! We don’t need the conch any more. We 

know who ought to say things. What good did Simon do speaking, or Bill, or Walter? It’s time 

some people knew they’ve got to keep quiet and leave deciding things to the rest of us—’ 
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(LOTF, p.112). He resists not only authority of Ralph but also the symbolic power of the conch 

shell. He attempts to decline the symbolic power of the conch shell when he forms a separate 

tribe and shifts to rock castle. Ralph attempts to control him by reminding him of the conch. Jack 

sneers and says ‘You haven’t got it with you. You left it behind. See, clever? And the conch 

doesn’t count at this end of the island—’ (LOTF, p.169). Jack finds himself in a powerful 

position where he has followers ready to follow his orders. He finds adherence to the norms 

created by the previous chief futile or unnecessary. He rejects Ralph’s claim to emphasize his 

own authority over the boys there and the place.   

 

Carelessness  

‘The first rhythm that they became used to was the slow swing from dawn to quick dusk. 

They accepted the pleasures of morning, the bright sun, the whelming sea and sweet air, as a 

time when play was good and life so full that hope was not necessary and therefore forgotten. 

Towards noon, as the floods of light fell more nearly to the perpendicular, the stark colours of 

the morning were smoothed in pearl and opalescence; and the heat—as though the impending 

sun’s height gave it momentum—became a blow that they ducked, running to the shade and 

lying there perhaps even sleeping’ (LOTF, p. 61). This is the routine of the littluns. At assembly, 

they would ‘be, you know, very solemn, and someone would say we ought to build a jet, a 

submarine, or a TV set. When the meeting was over they’d work for five minutes then wander 

off or go hunting’ (p.52). They listen to the biguns carefully and agree with them to work 

independently or help others in their work. However, their enthusiasm fades away within half an 

hour of the meeting. This is a sort of tactic used by the littluns, though unknowingly, to resist the 

decisions of the biguns as the biguns do not really address the mind haunting problem of the 

littluns that is the ‘beastie’, ‘a snake thing’ ‘in the woods’ (p.35). There is a general common 

emotion among the littluns that if biguns do not care for our feelings, we do not bother about 

theirs. 

Articulating Difficulties 

This is the simplest strategy to resist subordination. The littluns do not participate in any 

power game consciously. They are ignorant about the grave conditions they are living in. 

Ignorance is a kind of blessing to them. They are happy with the life on the island as long as 

there are no difficulties for them and they are not controlled by the grown-ups. However, due to 

absence of grown-ups, the littluns often feel insecure on the island. They have Ralph, Jack, Piggy 
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and Simon to control them and to save them from any difficulty on the island. They are under 

perfect control of these biguns. However, when things are related to their survival, they express 

their difficulties. They do not complain about each other but they have, like any other kid on the 

earth, fear of something unknown or something which is beyond their abilities to describe. ‘The 

older boys first noticed the child when he resisted. There was a group of little boys urging him 

forward and he did not want to go’. ‘At last Ralph induced him to hold the shell but by then the 

blow of laughter had taken away the child’s voice’ (LOTF, p. 34-35). Yet these children speak 

out ‘Tell us about the snake-thing’. ‘Now he says it was a beastie’ (LOTF, p. 35). The littluns do 

speak about the beast or snake thing or animal in assemblies. They do not have other problem but 

this problem haunts them throughout, and they express it and insist on getting a proper solution 

to the problem. When they notice failure of Ralph to solve their problem, they support Jack and 

become members of his tribe.  

Ralph accuses Jack for his ignorance about his duties to the signal fire. Jack is angry and 

wants to express his anger. As Jack is often envious towards Piggy, he hits piggy and breaks his 

specs. Though, Piggy is weaker than Jack and is not shrewd like him, he retorts in indignation ‘I 

got to have them specs. Now I only got one eye. Jus’ you wait—’ (LOTF, p.77). He repeats the 

sentence thrice but takes no action except verbal rejection of Jack’s action. His physical 

weakness strengthens his ability to voice his problem and occasionally he uses empty threats. He 

uses the same technique throughout the novel against Jack as he knows his own physical 

limitations and also the intentions of Jack. Thus, he resists Jack’s authority by pointing out harms 

Jack has done to him in public so that a negative opinion is automatically formed about Jack.  

 

Mockery and Disregard for Logic 

Piggy is a representative of intellectuals and rational beings. He is absolutely logical in 

his arguments. It is this capacity which is absent in rest of the boys. This ability to argue 

logically elevates Piggy above the remaining boys and he becomes dominant, a kind of burden 

for the boys who fail to prove their viewpoints. Boys are left with no other option but to listen to 

him and accept his argument. However, Jack and his followers find it difficult to tolerate a 

dominant place for Piggy in the group. However, like the adult world, he also becomes the object 

of mockery among the boys. Children do not like logical arguments made by Piggy as they are 

always against the will of the boys. Besides, his tone, throughout the novel is that of an 

authoritative person who possesses wisdom of the whole world and does not need it from anyone 
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else. Ralph often appreciates his ability to argue systematically but gets irritated with him due to 

his physical weakness, a common feature of intellectuals found in the civilized societies. He 

remains biased about Jack due to the scornful treatment given to him by Jack. Jack hates him for 

his logical abilities and common sense which postpones Jack’s position as the chief of the island. 

 

Conclusion  

Because power is an indistinct part of life, resistance becomes inevitable. Power instinct 

is natural among all the living creatures because it is often connected to the survival instinct. 

Boys in the novel Lord of the Flies lead instinctual life which is parallel to the life of animals 

who survive by hunting. Hunting in the civilized world is a game, a mean of entertainment or 

sometimes cavalry but the novel takes us back in the pre-historic age where hunting was a mean 

of gathering food for survival. The author projects this hunting power acquired by boys to its 

extreme where the civilized English boys get converted into animals. This provides Golding with 

the opportunity to exhibit some of the resistance tactics discussed above.  
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Abstract 

Cinema is one of the most influential mediums in the society for culture, education, entertainment and 

publicity. It is a source of relaxation for people around the world. The silver screen has always been a 

rage for the young generation ever since the beginning of the movies. The viewers also have an ethical, 

open emotional connection with the proceedings and the roles of different characters and personalities, 

their language and flair of communication does leave a long-lasting effect.  There are Indian as well as 

foreign films about Mahatma Gandhi and his role in the national history, the historic struggle for 

independence. This article intends to focus on the projection of Mahatma Gandhi‟s principles and how 

film makers have projected Mahatma Gandhi in the selected movies. This paper also attempts to 

investigate the various ideas of Gandhian philosophy as projected in the selected movies. 

Keywords: Cinema, Hollywood, Bollywood, Gandhian Principles. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869-1948) was one of the great revolutionary leaders in history to fight 

on moral, political, religious, social, and economic fronts. During his stay in South Africaas a lawyer, he 

formulated his innovative strategy of non-violence: the idea of protest against the unjust laws by non-

violence. Gandhi was called Mahatma (Great Soul), a name that was given to him after being released 

from jail in 1922.  He also bears the identity as “Father of the nation”.  

Mahatma Gandhiji is also regarded as the symbol of peace because he started a non violant movement of 

various satyagrahas all over the country during India‟s struggle for independence. Gandhiji being an icon 

of non-violence and the guardian of peace throughout his life, a lot of books, articles, journals have been 

written about him.   

Mahatma Gandhi, whose life and works have always fascinated filmmakers all over the globe. Some of 

the filmmakers also inspired from his life and could attempt to celebrate his life on the silver screen by 
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making movies.  It is said that Gandhiji has watched two films until he is alive. First, a pro-Soviet 

Hollywood film Mission To Moscow (1943) which he did not like. The second one, which he did not 

complete watching, was Ram Rajya directed by Vijay Bhatt. Following is the list of the best movies ever 

made on him. 

1. Gandhi (1982) 

2. Gandhi My Father (2007) 

3. The Making of Mahatma (1996) 

4. Gandhi to Hitler (2011) 

5. Hey Ram (2000) 

6. Lage RahoMunna Bhai (2006) 

7. Mahatma: Life of Gandhi (1968) 

8. Nine Hours to Rama (1963) 

9. Sardar (1993) 

10. Maine Gandhi ko Nahi Mara (2005) 

GANDHIAN PRINCIPLES: 

Gandhian Principles are a body of ideas based on the inspiration, vision, and the life work of Mahatma 

Gandhi. It is specifically associated with his contributions to the idea of nonviolent resistance. The two 

pillars of Gandhian principles are truth and non-violence.Gandhian principle also permeates into the 

realm of the individual human being, non-political and non-social. A Gandhian is an individual who 

follows the principles and philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi. 

The first principle is the complete unity and integrity of body, mind and soul in the individual human 

being. He was of the opinion that the body should be controlled by the mind and the mind should be 

controlled by the soul. He was convinced that real thought must be organically coherent and it should be 

connected to moral purposes.  The thought should be useful and should lead to right action. 

Spirituality was an inseparable virtue in his life.  He insisted on spiritualization of politics. For him, 

spirituality was something more than an abstract virtue. He conceived it as a kind of fragrance that has to 

accompany every thought and action.  

The second principle of Gandhian philosophy relates to all social actions. The social actions should 

include the elements such as, selflessness, detachment, ahimsa and active service. Gandhiji believed that 

the moral growth of a man‟s personality is proportionate to his faith in and practice of these virtues. This 

is possible only when he identifies himself with an ever-widening circle till it embraces all humanity and 

even all living beings.  

The third, which was his firm conviction that means are as important as, and sometimes, even more 

important than, ends. It is necessary that ends should be good and reasonable. The ends should give a 

direction to life while the means adopted should constitute life itself. Therefore, if the means are right, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohandas_Gandhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohandas_Gandhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonviolent_resistance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Gandhians
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and if they conform to the tests of truth and nonviolence, even mistakes and failures assists the growth of 

the individual. On the contrary, wrong means corrupt the soul and no good can come out of them. Gandhi 

rejected categorically the idea that ends justify the means. This suggests the rejection of war, spying and 

crooked diplomacy, even when they are adopted for the noble ends of defending the country, religion or 

humanity. 

Faith in God is the foundation of all Gandhian values. He never imposed any God on anyone, even he 

never defined God. He was of the opinion that every person has different understanding and idea of God. 

Gandhi was inclined to think of God as the Upanishadic Brahman. But, as long as a person believes in 

some source of spiritual life and holds it superior to the material universe, he is a believer in God. Gandhi 

never objected even to a formal profession of agnosticism, so long as a person demonstrated by his 

attachment to moral values that this outlook was essentially spiritual in essence. 

THE PORTRAYAL OF GANDHI IN FILMS: 

The Gandhian philosophy is more contemporary and its impact is evident on the lives and cultures of the 

west and the east. This is one of the key aspects behind the study. This section shall scrutinize some 

selected movies from Bollywood and Hollywood, which are based on Mahatma Gandhi and his 

philosophy. It was Hollywood, not Indian film industry, who took the first initiative to bring forth the 

Gandhian philosophy out to the world as we know it today. The paper in succeeding part shall focus on 

how the populist idea of Gandhi is rejected and kept under skepticism for his political and strategic 

handling of key moments in the history and this has seemingly become irrelevant in the present 

generation.  

1. Gandhi (1982) – 

Gandhi is famously known as Mahatma all over the world; he is the one who led India to seek freedom 

from the British Empire by protesting peacefully to achieve independence.   Ahimsa is one of the hard 

core principles of Gandhi, which was fostered in his life till his last breath, even he wanted all Indians 

should lead on the path of Ahimsa in the national struggle for independence. This was a Gandhian point 

of view which he gifted to the world. This movie was an honest attempt to reincarnate Gandhi on silver 

screen, Gandhi, this movie is a biopic, completely based on the life, the general views, opinions and 

philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi. The first movie on Gandhi was made by Hollywood. Gandhi, the film 

was written by John Briley and the movie was produced and directed by Richard Attenborough. It was 

released on 30th November 1982 in India and later in the United Kingdom and the United States. The 

budget of the film was $22 million (estimated) and it grossed over $144 million at the box office. The 

movie was premiered in the UK in the esteemed presence of Royal family Queen Elizabeth and Prince 

Charles. The film was also screened on 12 August 2016 as the Opening Film at the Independence Day 

Film Festival jointly presented by the Indian Directorate of Film Festivals and Ministry of Defense, 

commemorating 70th Independence Day of India.  
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Gandhi, the movie communicates Gandhiji‟s displays the strength of his character, morality and his 

struggle in gaining India‟s independence with his moral principles.  It was Gandhiji‟s adherence and 

practice of non-violence, non-cooperation and peaceful ways of protest, which led India to gain freedom 

from the clutches of British Empire. The method of his struggle was not commonplace, this was the 

nobility in his method which helped in garnering support worldwide not only at home from his followers 

but at all over the international level whoever had faith in the principles of liberty, equality and fraternity. 

The impact of Gandhiji‟s struggle against British Rule was clearly seen in the willingness of his followers 

who also were civil servants; they too took part in a nationwide fast and all the innovative strategies of 

protest introduced by Gandhiji.  The protest under the leadership of Mahatma was so effective that the 

mighty British Empire failed to govern effectively and control 350 million uncooperative Indians.  

2. The Legend of Bhagat Singh (2002) – 

The second movie under scrutiny is a Bollywood movie directed by Rajkumar Santoshi in 2002, „The 

Legend of Bhagat Singh‟. The film is about Bhagat Singh.  It features Ajay devgn as Bhagat Singh with 

Sushant Singh, D Santosh and Akhilendra Mishra. The Legend of Bhagat Singh presents a controversial 

side of Gandhi, where Gandhi was accused for making little effort to secure a pardon for the death 

sentence of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru, which is much more shocking compared to the Pro 

Gandhian vision which is projected in Mass media and International Media. Also the scene of Gandhi- 

Irwin Pact as shown in the film would make the audience think that Gandhi condemned the trio to be 

hanged by signing the agreement. Many of Indians somehow believe that it was Gandhi who performed 

the brutal act of sacrificing Bhagat Singh, had Gandhiji recommended the mercy plea to the Britishers, 

Bhagat Singh could have been set free or at least he could have been escaped from the death sentence. 

The film makes us a question whether the follower of non-violence, if it is accaptale of taking a life 

through his decisions favoring the greater good. Unfortunately, the film underperformed in the box office 

but received positive critical reviews. The film won two national awards for the Best feature film in Hindi 

and Best actor for Ajay Devganand three film fare awards.  

The movie starts with the terrified British policemen‟s attempt to dispose of the body of Bhagat Singh in 

secrecy, where Bhagat‟s father saw angry protestors questioning Gandhi for which he has no answers. 

The movie starts with the narration of Bhagat‟s father. Bhagat Singh has evolved as a tool of reflection to 

portray a nonpopulist version of Gandhi. Bhagat Singh being someone, who had believed in non-violence 

during his formative years, takes the path of violence after the withdrawal of the Non-Cooperation 

movement by M.K. Gandhi. The movie is full of many of such instances where Gandhi fails to be a good 

administrator, diplomat and someone who holds a huge responsibility in the birth of a nation.  

This version of Gandhi is in contrast to the much flatter international favorite version illustrated by Sir 

Richard Attenborough in his movie. The prime argument laid in this movie ishow Gandhi has failed to be 

a good administrator and decision maker. He failed to maintain the neutral position, in backing up Indian 

National Congress. When the whole nation expected that Gandhi would guard Bhagat Singh and his 

friends from their death sentence, instead he went on to sign Poona pact, which removed the ban on INC, 
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released satyagrahi‟s; it also mentioned that people who are guilty of violence would not be released. This 

confirmed the sentence for Bhagat, Sukhdev and Rajguru. This incarnation of Gandhi in this movie 

projectsa different shade of Gandhi, as a reasonable person prone to mistakes in the decision and argues 

how Gandhi failed to be a leader for the newborn nation. 

3. Hey Ram –  

Hey Ram is athriller film directed and produced by Kamal Haasan,  It was simultaneously 

made in Tamil and Hindi languages. The movie talks about the sufferings around the partition of India 

and the events leading up to defame Gandhi and to project him as one of the culprits for Indian partition.  

The movie also sheds light on the thinking of Hindu extremist groups and their thoughts for Mahatma 

Gandhi and their willingness and decisions to assassinate Gandhi. This movie has tried to depict one of 

the critical accusations charged against Gandhi is the wrong decision making during the partition of India. 

The partition came as an extreme shock to both Hindus and Muslims. Mahatma Gandhi was held 

responsible for shedding bloodshed during the massacres, which broke out after the Partition of India in 

1947. The question still burning over the role of Mahatma Gandhi as, whether he could have done 

anything to prevent the Partition of India, and the factors that led to the mass massacres and the migration 

of Hindus and Muslims in 1947.Invariably, being the decision maker at that time, Gandhi was blamed for 

the mistake.  

In spite of blaming Gandhi for his role in the partition, the movie also portrays Gandhian Philosophy of 

non-violence and forgiveness as the better ways of life. The movie has beautifully projected the 

protagonist‟s paradigm shift from a radical extremist who is determined to assassinate Gandhi, in turn he 

becomes a symbol of nonviolence and follower of Gandhi and his principles after he witnesses the 

slaughter of the leader by his comrades. This is a delicate affirmation to how as masses we have forgiven 

Gandhi for his mistakes over what he gifted to all of us in return – the idea of “Ahimsa”. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

As it is evident that nothing is permanent in the world, even every philosophy tends to change, the 

Gandhian philosophy is also no exception to this.  Gandhian philosophy is also ever-changing and put to 

the test for its morals and origins by the films we have discussed by taking into consideration the films we 

have mentioned above. Even though there were a few political, moral flaws in Mahatma Gandhi, this 

research paper attempts to focus on the philosophy behind his personality.  This Gandhian philosophy 

should be given credit for inspiring to the countless people towards non-violence. This paper expects to 

act as a valuable inter-text to the series of studies that exist on the same philosophy. Mahatma Gandhi is 

not a mere personality, rather he is an inspiring figure who over a period has become an idea, ideology, 

and metaphor to a way of life that has its roots in rejection to violence, wars and an industrialized form of 

modern life. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kamal_Haasan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiple-language_version
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiple-language_version
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindi
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